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In “merica whether you eat enough is supposed to have become by now a matter 
of judgment. There are many places in the world where doctors still know very 
well what a child looks like after it dies from lack of food. In America the 
symptoms of death by starvation are presumably as unfemiliar by now as those of 
bubonic plague or cholera. 

Except in California's San Joaquin Valley, whose chefi product is vegetables. 

There, only last month, a coroner's jury examined the dead baby of a Mexican- 
American cotton picker and wrote down the grim andsupposedly obsolete symtoms of 
starvation: body, "markedly dehydrated with eyes sunken, abdomen distended with 
gas," and "bowels distended with gas, dilated a d filled with awatery content." 

Nine other children of migratory farmhands starved to death that way in the 
San Joaquin Valley latt fall. Tenother babies died in one fresno You ty hospital 
alone this cotton-picking season, and the hospital s director reported that the 
"underlying reason of all these deaths was that thebabies were underfed." 

Many of the malutrition cases died while their fathers and mothers (and 
probably their brothers overten) were working. ‘the cottonseason runs out thi 
month and from January to March the pickers will settle own, wherever they are, 
onrelief because they don't rate unemployment insurance. 

By then, they've worn out their welcome. Yut the county. officials do their 
best in theodfifseason; relief checks average forty dollars a month for a family of five. 

Kins VYounty, Cal., eve: sup>lements it cashrelief by pending “eround $500 
for an all-purpose cereal which tas the consistency of well-watered gruel. Last 
year Kings spent $1,0000n extra food for the unemployed pickers with sonsequen- 
tial influx of free loaders from all over the valley, and that's something everyone 
naturally wants to avoid. 

The Sins County gotton growers are,of cour e, perfectly decent citizens who 

good to their own hhildren. Put,by long habit, they've looked upon their labor 
a commodity whose appro ch to theidealis mexssured by its cheapness and docility. 
They began by importing the Yhinese and the rish; them they passed to the Okies 
the “exicans; their current ideal is the Yerman prisoner of war. 

They pay the 18,000 men, women and children who work in he fields an average 
of $7.50 a day, a little over $0 a week. They hand out little sacks full of cash, 
with no deductions for axes or social security. 

those wages are still abnormal by valley standards, and the growers feel that 
it would »e an excess of charity toaccompany them withmvironmental luxuries. 
there is a worke s camp in Sings “ount that is made of packing house boxes, and 
some of the houses have six to ten persons living in them. "ome are just rows of 
tents, and othe s are windowless, bea erboard shacks. 

Even when they're working, he pickers have their nutritional problems. As a 
group they defy social workers and truant officers; when work is steady, a ew of 
the men still buy 5 cowboy boots as one pathetic payoff on thecream of the West 
that lured them from Van Buren, “rk. ‘ermantent residents of Kings Younty com- 
plain that the pickers' wives buy thebest cuts of meat. The “an Frenci co labor 
contractors are prettyqynical about the human material they recruit for the fields; 
one of themsums up his technique as "Always keep 'em broke with women, liquor and dice." 

It's a planless existence and when the off se son comes, most of them are broke. 
And their children don't eat enough eve when they're working. The growegss look at 
the social worker: who suggest that the camps be equipped with ieticians and nurses 
as if they were crazy. 

Congress is out investigating the /ields wibh no promise of earlyaction. Cal- 
ifornia is running astate conference on unemplo ment but it's just going through the 
motions; Gov. Warren opened its first seassion by announcing, "Business is brisk." 
the picking se son will be over in three weeks and after that there'll be no work. 
Had enough of thewelfare state? 


